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Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed 1 1/03/2005 has been entered and carefully 
considered. 

Claims 1,10 have been amended. 

Claims 20-25 and 33-42 have been cancelled. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 04/09/2004 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because the other documents (B. 
Hodlsworth: Digital Logic Design) do not have date. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the 
merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any 
missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all 
certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609 

11 C(1). 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claims 1 -1 9, 26-32, and 43 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Please see the previous office action and applicant's argument filed on 
11/03/2004, 02/28/2005, and 11/03/2005. 
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Regarding claim 1 , none of the prior art of record teaches or suggests the 
combination of a method for timestamping events in a primary event stream, wherein 
the method comprising: timestamping events in each of the plurality of secondary event 
streams such that each timestamp represents a known value at the occurrence of a 
given event, wherein each timestamp has a first component comprising a specific clock 
cycle of a reference clock, and a second component comprising a time at which the 
given event occurs within the specific clock cycle. It is these limitations as they are 
claimed in the combination with other limitations of claim, which have not been found, 
taught or suggested in the prior art of record, that make these claims allowable over the 
prior art. 

Regarding claim 10, none of the prior art of record teaches or suggests the 
combination of a timestamp system comprising: a plurality of timestamp circuits, each 
timestamp circuit coupled to receive a respective secondary event stream from the 
event stream distributor, wherein each of the plurality of timestamp circuits record the 
times at which events occur in the respective received secondary event stream such 

« 

that each recorded time represents a known value at the occurrence of a given event, 
wherein each of the recorded times have a first component comprising a specific clock 
cycle of a reference clock and a second component comprising a time at which the 
given event occurs within the specific clock cycle. It is these limitations as they are 
claimed in the combination with other limitations of claim, which have not been found, 
taught or suggested in the prior art of record, that make these claims allowable over the 
prior art. 
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Regarding claim 26, none of the prior art of record teaches or suggests the 
combination of a circuit for apportioning events in a signal, wherein the circuit 
comprising: a first counter coupled to receive the signal; and a first plurality of gates, 
each gate of the first plurality of gates coupled to receive the signal and each gate of the 
first plurality of gates coupled to receive a respective control signal from the first 
counter, wherein the events of the signal are apportioned among the outputs of the first 
plurality of gates as a function of the respective control signal from the first counter. It is 
these limitations as they are claimed in the combination with other limitations of claim, 
which have not been found, taught or suggested in the prior art of record, that make 
these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contact Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John H. Le whose telephone number is 571 272 2275. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Barlow can be reached on 571 272 2269. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




John H. Le 
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